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IRA BENEFICIARY OPTIONS
At death of IRA Owner

All to spouse TO Children/Other 
“Living” Beneficiary

To Trust

Roll into 
current IRA 
of surviving 

spouse
(Stretch at 

death)

Spouse 
Creates New 

IRA
(Stretch at 

death)

Maintain 
“Decedent 

IRA” status 
and draw 

out over life 
expectancy 
of decedent 
(If longer 

than spouse)
Beneficiary is “My 

children” then oldest 
beneficiary used for 

payout term “Stretch”

Beneficiary is 
“1/3 to child A”
“1/3 to Child B”
“1/3 to Child C”

5 Year payout

Non See 
Through

Look to beneficiary 
of trust to identify 
oldest beneficiary

See Through
(“Qualified Beneficiary”)

Each beneficiary 
retains own Measuring 

life in stretch

At Termination of 
Family/Marital 

Trust

family/ 
marital

“Oldest 
Beneficiary” of 

family trust 
identifIES stretch 

(No further 
stretch at Trust 

Termination)

To separate share 
trusts paid out 

over original 
remaining life 

expectancy

residuary 
trust

“Decedent IRA” for beneficiary
Payable over the decedents life  
expectancy or beneficiaries life 

expectancy (choice)

Beneficiary is “My 
children” then oldest 
beneficiary used for 

“Stretch”

Beneficiary is 
“1/3 to child A”
“1/3 to Child B”
“1/3 to Child C”

Each beneficiary 
retains own Measuring 

life in stretch
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